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KORMAN, C.J.

On November 22, 2000, | adopted in its entirety the Proposed Plan of Allocation and
Digribution of Settlement Proceeds filed by Specid Magter Judah Gribetz (the “ Digtribution Plan™).

As pointed out in the Digtribution Plan, and as | noted a the November 20, 2000 hearing
on the plan, the Court is required to and in fact will maintain ongoing supervision over the $1.25 hillion

Settlement Fund and itsdigtribution. Inre Agent Orange, 818 F.2d 179 (2d Cir. 1987); Didribution Plan

a Annex B. Mogt of the recommendations set forth in the Digtribution Plan can be implemented directly
by the respective administrative agencies suggested by the Specid Magter: the Claims Resolution Tribuna
for the Deposited A ssets Class, the Conference on Jewish Materiad ClamsAgang Germany, Inc. (“Claims
Conference’), the American Jewish Joint Didribution Committee (“JDC”) and the Internationa
Organization for Migration (“IOM”) for the Looted Assets Class; the IOM for Save Labor Class|l; and
the Claims Conference and IOM for Save Labor Class| and the Refugee Class. | addressbelow certain

issues related to each claims process.



1. Deposited Assets Class

TheZurich-based ClaimsResolution Tribund (“ CRT”) will administer theDeposited Assats
Class clams process on behdf of the Court. Resolution of the tens of thousands of bank account claims
expected to be filed against Swiss bank accountswill be complicated, requiring intervention and oversight

to ensurethat such claims* are resolved speedily, equitably and accurately.” DidributionPlanat 14. Most

of the critical bank records are located in Switzerland, where the origina documents must remain under
Swisslaw. Digputes concerning access to these records are likely to arise, particularly during the initia
stage of the Deposited Assets Class claims process.

For al of these reasons, | have decided to appoint CRT Special Magters to closdy
supervise the day-to-day supervison of the CRT and to regularly monitor its activities. Paul A. Volcker,
who chaired the committee which audited the Swissbanks and produced the* V ol cker Report” uponwhich
most of the Deposited Assets Classalocation and distribution determinationsare premised, and hiscounsdl
Michae Bradfield, are exceptionaly well quaified to serve asthis Court’ s Specid Masterson behaf of the
Deposited Assets Class, and | gppoint them jointly to thisimportant role. The termsof their gppointment
as CRT Specia Magtersare set forth in greeter detail in the Order accompanying thisopinion, the Referra
to Special Masters for Claims Resolution Process for Deposited Assets, dated December 8, 2000.

With respect to the CRT’ srules, the Digtribution Plan describes and annexes aset of draft
guiddlines to govern the Deposited Assets Class clams process. Among the most critica of these

guiddines is the recommendation of a sx-month deadline for filing dams with the CRT following



publication of account holders names, Didribution Planat 107, a recommendation with which | concur.

The guiddines are not in find form , however, because there are certain “important and still-open issues’

to be resolved in connection with the determination of bank account dlams. Didribution Plan at 110.

Accordingly, by January 23, 2001, the CRT Specia Masterswill submit adraft of find CRT rulesfor my
review and fina approval, which, among other things, will address the important and <till-open issues

outlined by the Special Master. See Didribution Planat 109. Publication of the approximately 26,000

accounts identified by the Volcker Committee as * probably” those of victims of Nazi persecution should
occur no later than January 31, 2001.

2. Looted Asseats, Save Labor | and |1 and Refugee Classes

To ensure that the Settlement Fund is didtributed to the remaining four classes as fairly,
promptly and efficiently aspossible, adminigrativeresponshbility will liewith experienced non-governmenta
organizations of internationd reputation: the|OM, the IDC and the Claims Conference. However, astrue
for the Deposited Assets Class, these agencies will require judicia supervison and guidance, particularly
intheinitid stages of the distribution process. Therefore, | hereby extend Judah Gribetz' s appointment as
Specia Magter so that he may continueto assist the Court initsmonitoring and supervision of theagencies
activities on behaf of the Looted Assets, the two Save Labor and Refugee Classes.

In connection with the specific claims processes for each of these classes, | amplify the
Didtribution Plan as follows.

a. Looted Assets Class

The Digribution Plan recommendsthe transfer of $100 million to the neediest derly Nazi

victims, primarily by way of food packages, medica assstance and emergency cash grants. The



digributions areto beimplemented by the JDC, Claims Conferenceand |OM using exigting or forthcoming
humanitarian programs designed to serve needy survivors.

By no later than February 28, 2001, the JDC and Claims Conference, on behaf of needy
JewishNazi victims, and thelOM, on behaf of needy Roma, Jehovah' sWitness, disabled and homosexua
Nazi victims, will provide mewith their respective proposa sfor thefirst year of operationsfor the programs
for which funding isrequested. In accordance with the guidelines set forth in the Didtribution Plan, “[€]ach
proposal should contain an annua budget, describein detail the servicesto befunded, including appropriate
data concerning the number, age, and economic needs of the Nazi victims expected to benefit directly from
such programs, and provide information concerning theinvolvement of loca communities (and particularly

locd victims) in dl such programs.” Didribution Planat 136-37. For the JDC and Claims Conference,

their proposal(s) are to specify humanitarian assistance programs on behaf of Nazi victimsin  leest the
following geographic regions.  the former Soviet Union, Isradl, the United States, Canada, Hungary,
Audrdiaand Argentina. The |OM proposa should specify humanitarian assistance programs primarily on
behdf of Nazi victimsliving in Central and Eastern Europe, where many of the victims are concentrated
(particularly within the Roma community) and where the need is greatest.

b. Save Labor Class |

Surviving former dave laborers will be compensated in accordance with the mechaniams
specified inthe Digtribution Plan.  The Claims Conference and the IOM will processal Save Labor Class
| clams, primarily but not exclusvey relying upon the clams process established under the German
Foundation “Remembrance, Responghbility and Future’ (the “German Fund’). As described in the

Didtribution Plan, however, themethod of compensation will vary depending upon certain factors, including



the residence of theclaimants. | understand that there has been some confusion in certain European nations
concerning the German Fund, the Audtrian dave labor agreement, and this Swiss settlement. Therefore,
| summarize the Save Labor Class | clams process asfollows.

Members of Save Labor Class| who are required to apply to the German Fund through
the Claims Conference or through the |OM, and who are approved under the German Fund, automatically
will receive an additiona payment from this Swiss banks settlement. Most members of Save Labor Class
I will be compensated in this way, saving substantia adminidirative expenses and streamlining the
gpplicationprocess, animportant cong deration for themostly elderly personsinthisclass. Inmost nations,
Jewish former dave laborers are to apply to the German Fund through the Claims Conference. Roma,
Jehovah's Witness, disabled and homosexual former dave laborers are to apply to the German Fund
through the IOM.

In severd Central and Eastern European nations, members of Slave Labor Class | are
required to apply to the German Fund through one of five “mutua reconciliation foundations” These
nations are as follows. Bearus, the Czech Republic, Etonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, the
Russian Federation, the Ukraine and other republics of the former Soviet Union.  Former dave laborers
livinginthesenationswho apply to their repective” mutua reconciliation foundations’ will not automaticaly
receive an additiond payment from this Swiss settlement fund, but they will thereafter receive a payment.

For adminigtretive efficiency, the Swiss dave labor payments will be distributed only by the Claims

Conference or the IOM. Therefore, any Jewish, Roma, Jehovah's Witness, disabled or homosexua

former dave laborer who receives a German Fund payment through a “mutua reconciliaion foundation”

and who provides confirmation of this payment to the Claims Conference or the IOM isdigibleto receive




an additiona payment from this $1.25 hillion Settlement Fund. 1t is my understanding that the respective
mutud reconciliation foundations are now establishing their claims processes and payment mechanisms.
Once these mechanisms are determined, the Claims Conference and the IOM will be able to advise the
Court asto the best method for locating and compensating Slave Labor Class | members who reside in
the Central and Eastern European nations specified above.

Former dave laborers who are indigible under the German Fund, but digible under the

Audriandave |abor settlement, are digible for compensation under this Swiss settlement. Such individuds

will be able to make direct claims under this $1.25 billion Settlement Fund either through the Claims
Conference (for Jewish former dave laborers) or the IOM (for Roma, Jehovah's Witness, disabled and
homosexud former dave laborers).

The Slave Labor Class | claims process should commence as soon as possible, and, to
minimize confusion and adminigtrative burdens, should proceed in tandem with the German Fund. The
Didribution Plan notes that the German Fund application deadlineis August 11, 2001. Therefore, by no
later than February 16, 2001, the Claims Conferenceandthe|OM (jointly or separately, a their discretion)
will provide the Court with a proposa for processing Save Labor Class | applications, including, as
necessary, proposed dlam formsand ingructions, fromthefollowing individuads: (1) thosewhowill receive
German Fund payments directly through the Claims Conference or the IOM; (2) those who will recaeive
German Fund paymentsthrough the Central and Eastern European Mutua Reconciliation Foundations, and
(3) those who will receive payments under the terms of the Audtrian dave labor settlement. The Save

Labor Class | application deadline should conform to that of the German Fund; i.e., August 11, 2001.



Aswith the German Fund, payments to digible applicants may be made prior to the filing deadline, upon
gpprova of the clamant’ s gpplication.

c. SavelLabor Class|l

Under the Digtribution Plan, “ Slave Labor Class 11 will consst of those persons, whether
or not ‘Victims or Targets of Nazi Persecution,” who performed dave labor for the[] entities which have
identified themselves to the Specid Magter and complied with their good faith obligation to provide the

names of their former dave laborersin their possession or control.” Didribution Planat 161; Didtribution

Pan, Annex |. By no later than January 19, 2001, the entities which have identified themselves to the
Specid Madter (as set forth in Annex | to the Digtribution Plan) are directed to notify the Special Master
as to whether they possess the names of former dave laborers and, if so, to provide such names to the
Special Madter.

The Specid Master will convey thisinformationtothelOM, whichwill adminigter theSave
Labor Class 1l clams process. By no later than February 28, 2001, the IOM will publish on the Internet
and, if necessary, e sewhere, the“Save Labor 1l Lig”: theligt of entitieswhich have identified themselves
to the Specid Master and have complied with their good faith obligation to provide available names of
former davelaborers. By no later thanFebruary 16, 2001, thel OM will providethe Court with aproposal
for processing the applications of members of Save Labor Class |1, including aproposed claim form and
indructions. Toavoid confusion pased by numerous conflicting compensation program deadlines, the Save
Labor Class |1 application deadline will be the same asthat of the German Fund; i.e., August 11, 2001.
Payments to igible gpplicants may be made prior to the filing deadline, upon approva of the clamant’s

goplication.



d. Refugee Class

The Didribution Plan provides for publication of the names of the gpproximately 4,000
persons known to have been denied entry into or expelled from Switzerland. The September 11, 2000

notice to the class provided such persons with the opportunity to exclude their names from publication.?

By no later than February 28, 2001, the Claims Conference and the IOM, which will
administer the Refugee Class clams process, will publish on the Internet and, if necessary, lsawhere, the
ligt of individuas known to have been denied entry into or expelled from Switzerland, the“Refugee Lig.”

As the Didribution Plan makes clear, individuals not appearing on the published Refugee List also may

apply for compensation. By no later than February 16, 2001, the Claims Conference and the IOM (jointly

or separately, a their discretion) will provide the Court with aproposal for processing the applications of
Refugee Class members: those denied entry into or expelled from Switzerland, as well as those admitted
asrefugeesand migtreated. The proposa will contain aproposed claim form and ingructions. Aswiththe
two Slave Labor classes, the gpplication deadline for the Refugee Class is August 11, 2000. Similarly,
payments to digible applicants may be made prior to the filing deadline, upon gpprova of the clamant’s

goplication.

1 September 11, 2000 Class Notice a 6 (“The approximately 4,000 names of those known to
have been denied entry into or expelled from Switzerland will be published. You can also
fileaclaim for expulsion or denial of entry even if your name does not appear on the
published list. If you believe that you or a family member may be on that list, and you
wish that name not to be made publicly known, you must inform the Court in writing, at
the address given above, by November 20, 2000”) (emphassin origind).
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Concluson
The implementation of the Digtribution Plan is to proceed immediately in accordance with
the procedures and timetables set forth above. As necessary, | may issue additiona ordersto implement
the Didtribution Plan.

SO ORDERED.

Dated:  Brooklyn, New York
December 8, 2000

Edward R. Korman
United States Didtrict Judge



