
CLAIMS RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL     

In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation 
Case No. CV96-4849  

Certified Denial  

to Claimant [REDACTED]  

in re Account of Aldo Sinigallia and Tommaso Sinigallia  

Claim Numbers: 501632/RS, 501633/RS1    

This Certified Denial is based upon the claims of [REDACTED] (the Claimant ) to the 
published accounts of Aldo Sinigallia ( Account Owner Aldo Sinigallia ) and Tommaso 
Sinigallia ( Account Owner Tommaso Sinigallia ) (together the Account Owners ) at the 
Zurich branch of the [REDACTED] (the Bank ).2  

All denials are published, but where a claimant has requested confidentiality, as in this case, the 
names of the claimant, any relatives of the claimant other than the account owner, and the bank 
have been redacted.     

Information Provided by the Claimant  

The Claimant submitted two Claim Forms identifying the Account Owners as Aldo Sinigallia, 
who was his paternal grandfather s cousin, and Tommaso Sinigallia, who was Aldo Sinigallia's 
father (the Claimant s paternal grandfather s uncle by marriage), both of whom resided in 
Naples, Italy.  The Claimant indicated that Tommaso Sinigallia, who was Jewish, was married to 
[REDACTED], née [REDACTED], and that the couple had two sons, [REDACTED] and Aldo 
Sinigallia.  The Claimant indicated that the family resided at Via San Pasquale 38 in Naples.  
The Claimant explained that [REDACTED] was the sister of his paternal great-grandmother, 
[REDACTED], née [REDACTED], who was married to [REDACTED].  The Claimant 
explained that his great-grandparents, who were Jewish, had two sons, [REDACTED] and his 
paternal grandfather, [REDACTED].  The Claimant indicated that his grandfather, who was 
married to [REDACTED], née [REDACTED], lived at Via Crispi 62, which was located a few 
blocks away from the home of the [REDACTED] family.  According to the Claimant, his father, 
[REDACTED], who was Jewish, was born on 13 April 1931 in Naples and lived in the 

                                                

 

1 The Claimant submitted an additional claim, which is registered under the Claim Number 501486.  The CRT will 
treat this claim in a separate determination. 
2 The CRT notes that, on the February 2001 published list of accounts determined by the Independent Committee of 
Eminent Persons ( ICEP ) to be probably or possibly those of Victims of Nazi Persecution (the ICEP List ), Aldo 
Sinigallia and Tommaso Sinigallia are each identified as having one account.  Upon careful review, the CRT has 
concluded that the Bank s records evidence the existence of only one account, which was jointly owned by Aldo 
Sinigallia and Tommaso Sinigallia. 
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[REDACTED] family home at Via San Pasquale 38 when he was a child.  The Claimant 
indicated that his grandfather, [REDACTED], was later deported to Auschwitz, where he 
perished.  
    
The Claimant submitted documents in support of his claim.  These documents include:  (1) a 
copy of his birth certificate, indicating that he was born on 18 April 1960 in Milan, Italy and that 
his parents were [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; (2) a copy of his father s birth certificate, 
indicating that [REDACTED] was born in Naples and that his parents were [REDACTED] and 
[REDACTED]; (3) a copy of his paternal grandfather s birth certificate, indicating that 
[REDACTED] was born in 1897 in Naples and that his parents were [REDACTED] and 
[REDACTED]; (4) a copy of his paternal great-grandmother s death certificate, indicating that 
[REDACTED] died in 1937, that she was the widow of [REDACTED], and that her parents were 
[REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; (5) a copy of the death certificate of his paternal great-
grandmother s sister, indicating that [REDACTED] died in 1946 in Naples, that she was the 
widow of Tommaso Sinigallia, and that her parents were [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; (6) 
a copy of a postcard written in 1928 by the Claimant s uncle, [REDACTED], to the address of 
Tommaso and [REDACTED] Sinigallia in Naples; and (7) copies of postcards written by 
Tommaso and [REDACTED] Sinigallia to members of the [REDACTED] family in Italy.   

The Claimant indicated that he was born on 18 April 1960 in Milan, Italy.     

Information Available in the Bank s Records  

The Bank s records consist of printouts from the Bank s database of numbered and dormant 
accounts.  According to these records, the Account Owners were Aldo Sinigallia and Tommaso 
Sinigallia, who resided in Italy.  The Bank s records indicate that the Account Owners held a 
numbered account of unknown type, identified as CQUE 2907.     

Pursuant to Article 6 of the Rules, the CRT requested the voluntary assistance of the Bank to 
obtain additional information about this account ( Voluntary Assistance ).  The Bank provided 
the CRT with additional documents.  These documents consist of a memorandum from the Swiss 
Compensation Office to the Bank, indicating that on 2 June 1948, the Office paid the heirs of 
Account Owner Tommaso Sinigallia 8,385.86 Swiss Francs ( SF ), based upon a U.S. Dollar 
account held by Tommaso Sinigallia at the Bank.  In the memorandum, the Swiss Compensation 
Office further requested that the Bank pay the Office taxes of SF 8.40 in relation to the 
transaction.  In addition, the documents received from the Bank also include a balance sheet, 
indicating that on 2 June 1948, the heirs of Tommaso Sinigallia of Naples received a payment of 
SF 8,385.86, minus SF 8.40, in relation to assets held by Tommaso Sinigallia at the Bank.     

The CRT s Analysis  

Joinder of Claims

  

According to Article 37(1) of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended 
(the Rules ), claims to the same or related accounts may be joined in one proceeding at the 
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CRT s discretion.  In this case, the CRT determines it appropriate to join the two claims of the 
Claimant in one proceeding.  

Identification of the Account Owners

  
The names and country of residence of the Claimant s paternal grandfather s cousin and uncle 
match the published names and country of residence of the Account Owners.   In support of his 
claim, the Claimant submitted documents, including: (1) a copy of [REDACTED] s death 
certificate, indicating that she was the widow of Tommaso Sinigallia; (2) a copy of a postcard 
written by [REDACTED], to the address of Tommaso and [REDACTED] Sinigallia in Naples; 
and (3) copies of postcards written by Tommaso and [REDACTED] Sinigallia to members of the 
Sinigallia family in Italy.  These documents provide independent verification that the person who 
is claimed to be Account Owner Tommaso Sinigallia had the same name and resided in the same 
country recorded in the Bank s records as the name and country of residence of Account Owner 
Tommaso Sinigallia.   

The CRT further notes that the names Aldo Sinigallia and Tommaso Sinigallia each appear only 
once on the February 2001 published list of accounts determined by the Independent Committee 
of Eminent Persons ( ICEP ) to be probably or possibly those of victims of Nazi persecution.  
The CRT notes that there are no other claims to this account.  Taking all of these factors into 
account, the CRT concludes that the Claimant has plausibly identified the Account Owners.  

Status of the Account Owners as Victims of Nazi Persecution 

  

The Claimant has made a plausible showing that the Account Owners were Victims of Nazi 
Persecution.  The Claimant stated that the Account Owners were Jewish; that he believed that the 
Account Owners lived in Nazi-allied Italy during the Second World War; and that his paternal 
grandfather, the cousin and nephew of the respective Account Owners, perished in Auschwitz.    

The Claimant s Relationship to the Account Owners

  

The Claimant has plausibly demonstrated that he is related to the Account Owners by submitting 
specific information and documents, demonstrating that Account Owner Aldo Sinigallia was the 
Claimant s paternal grandfather s cousin and that Account Owner Tommaso Sinigallia was 
Account Owner Aldo Sinigallia s father.  These documents include:  (1) a copy of his birth 
certificate, indicating that his parents were [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; (2) a copy of his 
father s birth certificate, indicating that [REDACTED] s parents were [REDACTED] and 
{REDACTED]; (3) a copy of his paternal grandfather s birth certificate, indicating that 
[REDACTED]'s parents were [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; (4) a copy of his paternal 
great-grandmother s death certificate, indicating that [REDACTED] was the widow of 
[REDACTED], and that her parents were [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; (5) a copy of the 
death certificate of his paternal great-grandmother s sister, indicating that [REDACTED] was the 
widow of Tommaso Sinigallia, and that her parents were [REDACTED] and [REDACTED].   
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The CRT notes that the Claimant indicated that he has other surviving relatives, but that because 
they are not represented in the Claimant s claims, the CRT will not treat their potential 
entitlement to the Account Owners account in this decision.  

The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds

  
The Bank s records indicate that on 2 June 1948, unnamed heirs of one of the Account Owners, 
Tommaso Sinigallia of Naples, received a payment in the amount of Fr 8,385.86, minus SF 8.40 
in taxes, from the Swiss Compensation Office, on behalf of the Bank.  The Bank s records 
indicate that this payment was made in relation to a U.S. Dollar account held by Tommaso 
Sinigallia at the Bank.  Accordingly, the CRT concludes that in 1948, the heirs of Account 
Owner Tommaso Sinigallia received the proceeds of the claimed account held by the Account 
Owners at the Bank.   

Right of Appeal

  

Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the 
Rules ), the Claimant may appeal this decision or submit a request for reconsideration within 

ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.    

An appeal must be based upon a plausible suggestion of error regarding the CRT s conclusions 
set out in this decision.  Any appeals which are submitted without a plausible suggestion of error 
shall be summarily denied.  A request for reconsideration must be based on new documentary 
evidence not previously presented to the CRT that, if considered, would have led to a different 
outcome of the claim.  Claimants should briefly explain the relevance of the newly submitted 
documents in view of the conclusions stated in the certified decision.    

The Claimant should send appeals and/or requests for reconsideration in writing to the following 
address: Oren Wiener, Claims Resolution Tribunal, Attention: Appeals / Request for 
Reconsideration, P.O. Box 9564, 8036 Zurich, Switzerland.  If more than one account has been 
treated in this decision, the Claimant should identify the account, including, where available, the 
Account Identification Number, that forms the basis of the appeal and/or request for 
reconsideration.     

Scope of the Denial  

The Claimant should be aware that, pursuant to Article 20 of the Rules, the CRT will carry out 
further research on his claims to determine whether there are additional Swiss bank accounts to 
which he might be entitled, including research of the Total Accounts Database (consisting of 
records of 4.1 million Swiss bank accounts which existed between 1933 and 1945).   
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Certification of the Denial  

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court and payment by the Special Masters.   

Claims Resolution Tribunal 
12 October 2007 


