
CLAIMS RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL     

In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation 
Case No. CV96-4849  

Certified Denial  

to Claimants [REDACTED 1],   

[REDACTED 2]  

and [REDACTED 3]  

in re Accounts of Henryk Poznanski  

Claim Numbers: 600852/ES; 751746/ES; 753364/ES1, 2   

This Certified Denial is based upon the claims of [REDACTED 1], née [REDACTED] 
( Claimant [REDACTED] ), [REDACTED 2] ( Claimant [REDACTED] ), and [REDACTED 
3] ( Claimant [REDACTED] ) (together the Claimants ) to the published accounts of 
[REDACTED] (the Account Owner ) at the [REDACTED] (the Bank ).  

All denials are published, but where a claimant has requested confidentiality, as in this case, the 
names of the claimants, any relatives of the claimants other than the account owner, and the bank 
have been redacted.     

Information Provided by the Claimants  

Claimant [REDACTED 1]

  

Claimant [REDACTED 1] submitted a claim to the Holocaust Claims Processing Office 
( HCPO ), identifying the Account Owner as her maternal great-uncle, [REDACTED].  

                                                

 

1 [REDACTED 1] submitted a claim, numbered B-01129, on 10 August 1998, to the Holocaust Claims Processing 
Office ( HCPO ) of the New York State Banking Department.  This claim was referred by the HCPO to the CRT 
and has been assigned Claim Number 600852. 
2 [REDACTED 3] and [REDACTED 2] did not submit a CRT Claim Form.  However, in 1998 they each submitted 
an ATAG Ernst & Young claim form ( ATAG Form ), numbered C-BSL-5-90519-154-448 and C-NYC-K-80-403-
040-426, respectively, to the Claims Resolution Tribunal for Dormant Accounts in Switzerland ( CRT I ), which 
arbitrated claims to certain dormant Swiss bank accounts between 1997 and 2001.  On 30 December 2004, the Court 
ordered that claims submitted to but not treated by either CRT I, the Independent Committee of Eminent Persons 
( ICEP ), or ATAG Ernst & Young shall be treated as timely claims under the current Claims Resolution Process 
(the CRT ) as defined in the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the Rules ).  Order 
Concerning the Use of ICEP Claims as Claim Forms in the Claims Resolution Process for Deposited Assets (30 
December 2004).  The ATAG Forms were forwarded to the CRT and have been assigned Claim Numbers 751746 
and 753364, respectively. 
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Claimant [REDACTED] explained that [REDACTED] was the uncle of her mother, 
[REDACTED], née [REDACTED].  Claimant [REDACTED] stated that her great-uncle, who 
was Jewish, never married.  Claimant [REDACTED 1] indicated that her great-uncle was the 
owner of the [REDACTED] movie theatre in Warsaw, Poland.  Claimant [REDACTED 1] 
further indicated that her great-uncle disappeared during the Holocaust, and that he never 
returned.  Claimant [REDACTED 1] indicated that her mother worked for [REDACTED 1] 
before the Second World War, and that she told her that he owned a numbered account at a 
Swiss bank.  Claimant [REDACTED 1] indicated that she was born on 23 December 1933 in 
Warsaw.    

Claimant [REDACTED 3]

  

Claimant [REDACTED 3] submitted an ATAG Ernst & Young claim form in 1998 ( ATAG 
form ), identifying the Account Owner as her husband s maternal uncle, [REDACTED].  
Claimant [REDACTED 3] stated that her husband's maternal uncle resided at Aleje 
Jerozolimskie 43, in Warsaw, Poland, and that he owned the [REDACTED]  movie theatre, 
which was located at Jasna 6, in Warsaw.    

Claimant [REDACTED 2]

  

Claimant [REDACTED 2] submitted an ATAG form identifying the Account Owner as his 
maternal great-uncle, [REDACTED], who was born in approximately 1900 in Poland, and was 
never married.  Claimant [REDACTED 2] indicated that his mother s uncle had two sisters:  
[REDACTED] and [REDACTED] (Claimant [REDACTED 2] s grandmother).  Claimant 
[REDACTED 2]  stated that his great-uncle studied in London, England, and subsequently 
returned to Warsaw, Poland, where he worked as the top representative for [REDACTED]  in 
Eastern Europe, and owned several movie theatres, such as the [REDACTED], [REDACTED], 
and [REDACTED].  Claimant [REDACTED 2] stated that his great-uncle resided at Aleje 
Jerozolimskie, in Warsaw, and that his business was located on Jasna 3, also in Warsaw.  
Claimant [REDACTED 3] indicated that his great-uncle, who was Jewish, fled Poland for the 
Soviet Union in September 1939.  Claimant [REDACTED 2] further stated that his great-uncle 
was forced to perform slave labor in Siberia, Russia, the Soviet Union, where he perished in 
approximately 1942.  Claimant [REDACTED 2] indicated that the only survivors from his 
family were his mother, [REDACTED], and [REDACTED] s children: [REDACTED] 
[REDACTED], and [REDACTED].  Claimant [REDACTED 2] indicated that he was born on 13 
January 1947.     

Information Available in the Bank's Record  

The Bank's record consists of a customer card.  According to this record, the Account Owner 
was Henryk Poznanski, who resided in Paris, France, and in Warsaw, Poland.  The Bank's record 
indicates that the Account Owner held a demand deposit account and a custody account, 
numbered L 61397, and that both accounts were closed on 10 February 1939.  The Bank's record 
does not indicate the value of these accounts.  
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The CRT s Analysis  

Joinder of Claims

  
According to Article 37(1) of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended 
(the Rules ), claims to the same or related accounts may be joined in one proceeding at the 
CRT s discretion.  In this case, the CRT determines it appropriate to join the three claims of the 
Claimants in one proceeding.  

Identification of the Account Owner

  

The Claimants relative s name and country of residence match the published name and country 
of residence of the Account Owner.  The Claimants identified one of the Account Owner's cities 
of residence, which matches unpublished information about the Account Owner contained in the 
Bank's record.   
The CRT notes that the Claimants did not identify the Account Owner's second city and country 
of residence, but also notes that Claimant [REDACTED 1] was a young child during the Second 
World War, that Claimant [REDACTED 2] was not born until after the Second World War, and 
that Claimant [REDACTED 3] was related to the Account Owner by marriage only, rendering it 
questionable that the Claimants would possess extensive information regarding their relative.  
The CRT further notes that the name Henryk Poznanski appears only once on the February 2001 
published list of accounts determined by the Independent Committee of Eminent Persons 
( ICEP ) to be probably or possibly those of Victims of Nazi Persecution (the "ICEP List").  
Moreover, the CRT notes that Claimant [REDACTED 1] filed an HCPO claim in 1998, and that 
Claimant [REDACTED 2] and Claimant [REDACTED 3] filed ATAG forms in 1998, asserting 
their entitlement to a Swiss bank account owned by Henryk Poznanski, prior to the publication of 
the ICEP List.  This indicates that the Claimants have based their claims not simply on the fact 
that an individual identified on the ICEP List as owning a Swiss bank account bears the same 
name as their relative, but rather on a direct family relationship that was known to them before 
the publication of the ICEP List.  It also indicates that the Claimants had reason to believe that 
their relative owned a Swiss bank account prior to the publication of the ICEP List.  This 
supports the credibility of the information provided by the Claimants.  In addition, the CRT notes 
that the other claims to these accounts were disconfirmed because those claimants provided a 
different city of residence than the cities of residence of the Account Owner.  Taking all of these 
factors into account, the CRT concludes that the Claimants have plausibly identified the Account 
Owner.  

Status of the Account Owner as a Victim of Nazi Persecution 

  

Claimant [REDACTED 1] and Claimant [REDACTED 2] have made a plausible showing that 
the Account Owner was a Victim of Nazi Persecution.  Claimant [REDACTED 1] and Claimant 
[REDACTED 2] stated that the Account Owner was Jewish.  In addition, Claimant 
[REDACTED 1] stated that the Account Owner disappeared during the Holocaust and never 
returned, and Claimant [REDACTED 2] stated that the Account Owner fled Poland in September 
1939, and was forced to perform slave labor in Siberia where he perished in approximately 1942.   



  

4/5 

The Claimants Relationships to the Account Owner

  
The Claimants have plausibly demonstrated that they are related to the Account Owner by 
submitting specific information, demonstrating that the Account Owner was Claimant 
[REDACTED 1]  and Claimant [REDACTED 2] 's great-uncle, and Claimant [REDACTED 3]'s 
husband's uncle.  There is no information to indicate that the Account Owner has other surviving 
heirs who have submitted a claim.        

The CRT notes that the Claimants identified unpublished information about the Account Owner 
as contained in the Bank s record; and that Claimant [REDACTED 1] filed an HCPO claim in 
1998, and Claimant [REDACTED 3] and Claimant [REDACTED 2] filed ATAG forms in 1998, 
identifying the relationship between the Account Owner and the Claimants, prior to the 
publication in February 2001 of the ICEP List. The CRT further notes that the foregoing 
information is of the type that family members would possess and indicates that the Account 
Owner was well known to the Claimants as a family member, and all of this information 
supports the plausibility that the Claimants are related to the Account Owner, as they have 
asserted in their Claim Forms.    

The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds

  

The Bank's record indicates that the Account Owner resided in Paris, France, and in Warsaw, 
Poland, and that he held a demand deposit account and a custody account, which were both 
closed on 10 February 1939, many months before Poland was invaded by Nazi Germany on 1 
September 1939, and France was invaded by Nazi Germany on 10 May 1940.  Therefore, the 
CRT concludes that the Account Owner received the proceeds of the claimed accounts.   

Right of Appeal

  

Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules, the Claimants may appeal this Denial to the Court through 
the Special Masters within ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.  
Appeals should be delivered to the following address:  Office of Special Master Michael 
Bradfield, 51 Louisiana Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20001 USA.  

The Claimants should send appeals in writing to the above address and should include all reasons 
for the appeal.  Appeals submitted without either a plausible suggestion of error or relevant new 
evidence may be summarily denied.     

Scope of the Denial  

The Claimants should be aware that, pursuant to Article 20 of the Rules, the CRT will carry out 
further research on their claims to determine whether there are additional Swiss bank accounts to 
which they might be entitled, including research of the Total Accounts Database (consisting of 
records of 4.1 million Swiss bank accounts which existed between 1933 and 1945).   
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Certification of the Denial  

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court and by the Special Masters.   

Claims Resolution Tribunal 
21 September 2005 


