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This Certified Denial is based upon the claim of [REDACTED] (the “Claimant”) to the 

published account of Alexander Politzer (the “Account Owner”) at the Zurich branch of the 

[REDACTED]   (the “Bank”). 

 

All denials are published, but where a claimant has requested confidentiality, as in this case, the 

names of the claimant, any relatives of the claimant other than the account owner, and the bank 

have been redacted.   

 

 

Information Provided by the Claimant 

 

The Claimant submitted an Initial Questionnaire (“IQ”) identifying the Account Owner as his 

uncle, Alexander Policzer, who was born in 1895 in Hungary.  The Claimant indicated that his 

uncle, who was Jewish, resided in Miskolc, Hungary; Vienna, Austria; Milan, Italy; and Buenos 

Aires, Argentina, at unspecified points in time, as well as in Lugano, Switzerland, in 1945.  The 

Claimant further indicated that his uncle owned a textile factory in Vienna and that he conducted 

business with a company in Milan.  The Claimant indicated that he was formerly known as 

[REDACTED] and changed his name to [REDACTED].  The Claimant indicated that he was 

born on 15 November 1927 in Miskolc.   

 

In a telephone conversation with the CRT on 12 October 2005, the Claimant’s widow, 

[REDACTED], née [REDACTED], indicated that the Claimant passed away on 17 May 2000.  

The Claimant’s widow and his son from his first marriage, [REDACTED], submitted: 1) a death 

                                                 
1
 In a telephone conversation with the CRT on 12 October 2005, the Claimant’s widow, [REDACTED], née 

[REDACTED], informed the CRT that the Claimant passed away on 17 May 2000. 
2
 The Claimant submitted one additional Initial Questionnaire (“IQ”), numbered HUN-0038-058, which is registered 

under the Claim Number 729686.  The CRT will treat this claim in a separate determination. 
3
 Claimant [REDACTED] did not submit a Claim Form to the CRT.  However, in 1999 he submitted an IQ, 

numbered HUN-0038-061, to the Court in the United States.  Although this IQ was not a Claim Form, the Court, in 

an Order signed on 30 July 2001, ordered that those Initial Questionnaires which can be processed as claim forms be 

treated as timely claims.  Order Concerning Use of Initial Questionnaire Responses as Claim Forms in the Claims 

Resolution Process for Deposited Assets (July 30, 2001).  The IQ was forwarded to the CRT and has been assigned 

claim number 729687. 
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certificate issued by the City Registrar of Budapest, Hungary, dated 21 February 2001, indicating 

that [REDACTED], son of [REDACTED], died on 17 May 2000; and 2) an inheritance 

document from Dr. Ilona Péteri, a notary public in Budapest, dated 24 October 2005, indicating 

that the Claimant died intestate and that his widow and son are the Claimant’s only heirs.  In a 

letter dated 25 January 2006, the Claimant’s widow indicated that her husband had frequently 

mentioned his uncle, who had been a sales representative for his textile factory and traveled often 

throughout Europe on business. 

 

 

Information Available in the Bank's Records 

 

The Bank's record consists of a printout from the Bank’s database.  According to this record, the 

Account Owner was Alexander Politzer, who resided in Vienna, Austria, and the Power of 

Attorney Holder was Miklos Pontos.  The Bank's record indicates that the Account Owner held 

one account.   

 

Pursuant to Article 6 of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the 

“Rules”), the CRT requested the voluntary assistance of the Bank to obtain additional 

information about this account (“Voluntary Assistance”).  The Bank provided the CRT with 

additional documents.  These documents consist of two power of attorney forms, an account 

statement, and a signature sample card.  According to these records, the Account Owner granted 

powers of attorney to Miklos Pontos on 18 December 1931.  These records indicate that, as of 

this date, the Account Owner resided at Rudolfsplatz 11 in Vienna, and that the Power of 

Attorney Holder resided in Budapest, Hungary.  The Bank’s records also indicate that the Bank 

was informed on 21 November 1949 that the Power of Attorney Holder had died.  The Bank’s 

records further indicate that the Account Owner held a demand deposit account with a balance of 

230.50 Swiss Francs (“SF”) as of 31 December 1947.  The balance of the account was confirmed 

by the Account Owner on 10 March 1948.  The Bank’s records also indicate that as of December 

1947, the Account Owner resided at 1488 Gaspar Campos in Vicente Lopez, Province of Buenos 

Aires, Argentina.  Finally, the Bank’s records indicate that the Account Owner visited the Bank 

and executed a power of attorney form in favor of Sofia M. de Politzer on 21 November 1949.    

 

 

Information Available from the Austrian State Archive 
 

By decree on 26 April 1938, the Nazi Regime required all Jews who resided within the Reich, 

and/or who were nationals of the Reich, including Austria, and who held assets above a specified 

level to register all their assets (the “1938 Census”).  In the records of the Austrian State Archive 

(Archive of the Republic, Finance), there are documents concerning the assets of Alexander 

Politzer, numbered 27701.  These records indicate that Alexander Politzer resided in Vienna, 

Austria, that he was born on 15 January 1894, that he was an Hungarian citizen; that he was 

Jewish; that he was a part-owner of a textile manufacturing and distribution company in Vienna 

with a factory in Fischamend, Austria, and that he received commissions for his work in the 

company’s agency; and that he was married to [REDACTED], née [REDACTED], who was also 

of the Jewish faith.  The records were signed by Alexander Politzer in Vienna on 12 July 1938.  

These records make no mention of assets held in a Swiss bank account. 
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The CRT’s Analysis 

 

Identification of the Account Owner 

 

The Claimant has plausibly identified the Account Owner.  The Claimant’s uncle’s name closely 

resembles the published name and one of his cities and countries of residence matches the 

published city and country of residence of the Account Owner.
4
  The Claimant also identified the 

city and country where the Account Owner later resided, which matches unpublished 

information about the Account Owner contained in the Bank's records.   

 

The Claimant identified the Account Owner's ties to Hungary and the Account Owner’s 

occupation as a part-owner and sales representative of a Viennese textile manufacturing 

company, which match information about the Account Owner contained in the 1938 Census 

records.  The CRT notes that the signature of Alexander Politzer in the 1938 Census records 

matches the signature found in the Bank’s records.  The CRT therefore concludes that the 

Account Owner described in the Bank’s records and the person described in the 1938 Census 

records are identical. 

 

Additionally, the CRT notes that a database containing the names of victims of Nazi persecution 

includes a person named Alexander Politzer, and indicates that his place of birth was Hungary, 

which matches the information about the Account Owner provided by the Claimant.  The 

database is a compilation of names from various sources, including the Yad Vashem Memorial 

of Israel. 

 

The CRT notes that the name Alexander Politzer appears only once on the February 2001 

published list of accounts determined by ICEP to be probably or possibly those of victims of 

Nazi persecution.   
 

The CRT notes that the Claimant filed an Initial Questionnaire with the Court in 1999, asserting 

his entitlement to a Swiss bank account owned by Alexander Politzer, prior to the publication in 

February 2001 of the list of accounts determined by ICEP to be probably or possibly those of 

Victims of Nazi Persecution (the “ICEP List”).  This indicates that the Claimant has based his 

present claim not simply on the fact that an individual identified on the ICEP List as owning a 

Swiss bank account bears the same name as his relative, but rather on a direct family relationship 

that was known to him before the publication of the ICEP List.  It also indicates that the 

Claimant had reason to believe that his relative owned a Swiss bank account prior to the 

publication of the ICEP List.  This supports the credibility of the information provided by the 

Claimant.  Taking all of these factors into account, the CRT concludes that the Claimant has 

plausibly identified the Account Owner.
 5

 

                                                 
4
 The CRT notes that the names Politzer and Policzer are pronounced the same in Hungarian. 

5
 The CRT notes that there are various discrepancies between the information available from the Claimant and the 

information available from the Bank’s records and the 1938 Census, including the Account Owner’s spelling of his 

name and the year of his birth.  The CRT further notes that the Claimant has been unable to provide any 

documentation with regard to his uncle.  Nevertheless, the CRT notes that, taking into account the long passage of 

time, the fact that the pronunciation of the name Policzer is equivalent to the name Politzer in Hungarian, and the 

fact that the Claimant identified the Account Owner’s connection to Vienna, Austria, and his business as well as the 
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Status of the Account Owner as a Victim of Nazi Persecution  

 

The Claimant has made a plausible showing that the Account Owner was a Victim of Nazi 

Persecution.  The Claimant stated that the Account Owner was Jewish and that he resided in 

Vienna, Austria, where he was part-owner of a textile manufacturing company.  The CRT notes 

that the Account Owner was required to register his assets in the 1938 Census.  As noted above, 

a person named Alexander Politzer was included in the CRT’s database of victims. 

 

The Claimant’s Relationship to the Account Owner 

 

The Claimant has plausibly demonstrated that he is related to the Account Owner.  The CRT 

notes that the Claimant identified unpublished information about the Account Owner as 

contained in the Bank’s records; that the Claimant filed an Initial Questionnaire with the Court in 

1999, identifying the relationship between the Account Owner and the Claimant, prior to the 

publication in February 2001 of the ICEP List; and that the Claimant also identified information 

which matches information contained in the Yad Vashem records.  The CRT further notes that 

the Claimant’s heirs submitted a copy of the Claimant’s death certificate, which provides 

independent verification that the Claimant’s relatives bore the same family name as the Account 

Owner and that they resided in Hungary.  Finally, the CRT notes that the foregoing information 

is of the type that family members would possess and indicates that the Account Owner was well 

known to the Claimant as a family member, and all of this information supports the plausibility 

that the Claimant is related to the Account Owner, as he has asserted in his Claim Form.   

 

The CRT notes that the signature of the Account Owner as “Alejandro Politzer” in the Bank’s 

records is identical to the signature of Alejandro Politzer in the records of an account held at a 

different bank adjudicated on 16 September 1999 by the Claims Resolution Tribunal for 

Dormant Accounts in Switzerland (“CRT I”), which arbitrated claims to dormant Swiss bank 

accounts published in July and October 1997 between 1997 and 2001 (see Partial Award and 

Final Award, Docket Number 1910/0498).  In the arbitration proceedings, the CRT I issued an 

award to two other claimants who were Account Owner Alejandro Politzer’s children.  Based on 

the identical signatures, the CRT concludes that the Account Owner and Alejandro Politzer are 

the same person.  The CRT notes that the Claimant, who is a descendant of the Account Owner’s 

parents, is more distantly related to the Account Owner than the Account Owner’s children.  

However, the CRT did not receive claims to this account from those children. 

 

The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds 

 

The Bank's records indicate that the Account Owner initiated activity on this account after the 

Second World War.  The records indicate that the Bank sent account statements to the Account 

Owner to Argentina in 1947, and that the Account Owner confirmed the statements.  The records 

further indicate that the Account Owner visited the Bank’s branch in Zurich on 21 November 

1949; that he informed the Bank of the death of Power of Attorney Holder Miklos Pontos; and 

that he signed a new Power of Attorney form for the benefit of Sofia M. de Politzer on that date.  

                                                                                                                                                             
Account Owner’s connections to Hungary and Argentina, the Claimant has identified the Account Owner for 

purposes of this decision. 
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Therefore, the CRT concludes that the Account Owner had free access to his account and 

initiated activity on it after 1945.  

 

Right of Appeal 

 

Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules, the Claimant may appeal this Denial to the Court through the 

Special Masters within ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.  

Appeals should be delivered to the following address:  Office of Special Master Michael 

Bradfield, 51 Louisiana Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20001 USA. 

 

The Claimant should send appeals in writing to the above address and should include all reasons 

for the appeal.  Appeals submitted without either a plausible suggestion of error or relevant new 

evidence may be summarily denied.   

 

 

Scope of the Denial 

 

The Claimant should be aware that, pursuant to Article 20 of the Rules, the CRT will carry out 

further research on his claim to determine whether there are additional Swiss bank accounts to 

which he might be entitled, including research of the Total Accounts Database (consisting of 

records of 4.1 million Swiss bank accounts which existed between 1933 and 1945). 

 

 

Certification of the Denial 

 

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court and by the Special Masters. 

 

 

Claims Resolution Tribunal 

9 November 2006 


