
CLAIMS RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL     

In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation 
Case No. CV96-4849  

Certified Denial  

to Claimant [REDACTED]  

in re Account of Imre Mayer and Berta Mayer  

Claim Number: 600830/RS1   

This Certified Denial is based upon the claim of [REDACTED] (formerly [REDACTED]) (the 
Claimant ) to the unpublished account of Imre Mayer ( Account Owner Imre Mayer ) and 

Berta Mayer ( Account Owner Berta Mayer ) (together the Account Owners ) at the New York 
branch of the [REDACTED] (the Bank ).  

All denials are published, but where a claimant has requested confidentiality, as in this case, the 
names of the claimant, any relatives of the claimant other than the account owner, and the bank 
have been redacted.     

Information Provided by the Claimant  

The Claimant submitted a claim to the Holocaust Claims Processing Office ( HCPO ) 
identifying the Account Owners as his paternal uncle, Imre Mayer, who was born on 1 April 
1895 in Hungary, and Imre Mayer s wife, Berta Mayer, née [REDACTED].  The Claimant stated 
that his aunt and uncle, who were Jewish, married in the late 1930s.  The Claimant explained that 
his uncle lived in Budapest, Hungary, where he was a wholesale merchant and distributor of 
Swiss watches.  The Claimant stated that the name of his uncle s company was Lang Jozsef Co.2 

and that he often traveled to Biel (also known as Bienne), Switzerland for business purposes.  
The Claimant explained that Imre and Berta Mayer had one son, [REDACTED], who was born 
in Budapest in 1922 and who perished in the Holocaust.  According to the Claimant, Imre Mayer 
survived the Second World War in hiding in Hungary.  The Claimant stated that his uncle left 
Hungary in 1946, traveled to Biel, and made his way to the United States in 1956.    

The Claimant indicated that his aunt died in the United States in the mid 1970s, and that his 
uncle died in Los Angeles, California, the United States in 1980. 
                                                

 

1 The Claimant submitted a claim, numbered B-00935, on 29 April 1998, to the Holocaust Claims Processing Office 
( HCPO ) of the New York State Banking Department.  This claim was referred by the HCPO to the CRT and has 
been assigned Claim Number 600830. 
2 The CRT did not locate an account belonging to Lang Jozsef Co. in the Account History Database prepared 
pursuant to the investigation of the Independent Committee of Eminent Persons ( ICEP or ICEP Investigation ), 
which identified accounts probably or possibly belonging to Victims of Nazi Persecution, as defined in the Rules 
Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the Rules ). 
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The Claimant submitted copies of notarized documents written by friends and family members, 
indicating that he is the nephew of Imre Mayer, who was the Hungarian representative of Swiss 
watchmakers.    

The Claimant indicated that he was born on 6 April 1922 in Budapest.   

The Claimant previously submitted an Initial Questionnaire ( IQ ) to the Court in 1999, 
asserting his entitlement to a Swiss bank account owned by Imre Mayer.    

Information Available in the Bank's Records  

The CRT notes that the auditors who carried out the investigation of this bank to identify 
accounts of Victims of Nazi Persecution pursuant to instructions of the Independent Committee 
of Eminent Persons ( ICEP or the ICEP Investigation ) did not report an account belonging to 
Imre or Berta Mayer during their investigation of the Bank.  The Bank s documents were 
obtained from the Bank by the HCPO on the Claimant s behalf and were forwarded to the CRT.  

The Bank s records consist of a letter dated 27 October 1950, account cards, and lists of 
individual account owners.  According to these records, the Account Owners were Imre Mayer 
and Berta Mayer.  The Bank s records indicate that the Account Owners resided in Bienne, 
Switzerland, and that they jointly held an account, the type of which is not indicated, numbered 
10072.  Furthermore, a letter from the Bank dated 27 October 1950, and addressed to Imre 
Mayer in Bienne, indicates that the joint account was frozen pursuant to the United States 
Trading with the Enemy Act (the 1941 Freeze ).3  The letter states that the Bank would be 
willing to help Imre Mayer attempt to close the account, but only if it received a response from 
him prior to 5 November 1950.  There is no indication in the Bank s records whether or when the 
account was released from the 1941 Freeze.  

The Bank s records indicate that the account was closed on 9 October 1957.  The amount in the 
account on the date of its closure is unknown; however the amount in the account on 24 August 
1944 was 10,988.50 Swiss Francs ( SF ).   

The CRT s Analysis  

Identification of the Account Owners

  

The Claimant has plausibly identified the Account Owners.  The Claimant s uncle and aunt s 
names match the unpublished names of the Account Owners.  The Claimant identified Account 
                                                

 

3 During the Second World War, the United States government froze certain foreign assets located in the United 
States, under the powers of the Trading with the Enemy Act of 1917 (50 U.S.C. App.).  On 14 June 1941, President 
Roosevelt extended freezing controls to cover all of continental Europe (the 1941 Freeze ).  Executive Order 8785 
Regulating Transactions in Foreign Exchange and Foreign-Owned Property, Providing for the Reporting of all 
Foreign-Owned Property, and Related Matters (6 Fed. Reg. 2897).  See Plunder & Restitution: Findings and 
Recommendations of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Holocaust Assets in the United States and Staff 
Report, SR-44 (US Government Printing Office, 2000), available at 
http://www.pcha.gov/PlunderRestitution.html/html/Home_Contents.html. 

http://www.pcha.gov/PlunderRestitution.html/html/Home_Contents.html
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Owner Imre Mayer s connection to Biel (Bienne), Switzerland, which further matches 
unpublished information about Account Owner Imre Mayer contained in the Bank s records.  
The CRT notes that there are no other claims to this account.  

Status of the Account Owners as Victims of Nazi Persecution 

  
The Claimant has made a plausible showing that the Account Owners were Victims of Nazi 
Persecution.  The Claimant stated that the Account Owners were Jewish, that they survived the 
Nazi occupation of Hungary in hiding, and that their son perished in the Holocaust.  

The Claimant s Relationship to the Account Owners

  

The Claimant has plausibly demonstrated that he is related to the Account Owners by submitting 
specific information and documents, demonstrating that the Account Owners were the 
Claimant s aunt and uncle.  These documents include copies of notarized statements, indicating 
that Account Owner Imre Mayer was the Claimant s uncle, and that the Claimant is his sole 
surviving heir.  There is no information to indicate that the Account Owners have other surviving 
heirs   

The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds

  

The Bank's records indicate that in 1950, following the Second World War, the Bank was in 
communication with Account Owner Imre Mayer, and acknowledged the existence of his 
account; the records also indicate that the account was closed on 9 October 1957, at which time, 
according to information provided by the Claimant, the Account Owners were still alive and 
living in the United States, where the account was located.  The Bank s records also indicate that 
the Bank offered to assist the Account Owners in obtaining the proceeds of the account, which 
had previously been frozen in the 1941 Freeze.  Therefore, the CRT concludes that the Account 
Owners were able to access this account and that they received the proceeds of the account 
themselves.   

Right of Appeal and Request for Reconsideration

  

Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the 
Rules ), the Claimant may appeal this decision or submit a request for reconsideration within 

ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.    

An appeal must be based upon a plausible suggestion of error regarding the CRT s conclusions 
set out in this decision.  Any appeals which are submitted without a plausible suggestion of error 
shall be summarily denied.  A request for reconsideration must be based on new documentary 
evidence not previously presented to the CRT that, if considered, would have led to a different 
outcome of the claim.  Claimants should briefly explain the relevance of the newly submitted 
documents in view of the conclusions stated in the certified decision.    

The Claimant should send appeals and/or requests for reconsideration in writing to the following 
address: Oren Wiener, Claims Resolution Tribunal, Attention: Appeals / Request for 
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Reconsideration, P.O. Box 9564, 8036 Zurich, Switzerland.  If more than one account has been 
treated in this decision, the Claimant should identify the account, including, where available, the 
Account Identification Number, that forms the basis of the appeal and/or request for 
reconsideration.     

Certification of the Denial  

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court.   

Claims Resolution Tribunal 
3 June 2009 


