
CLAIMS RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL     

In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation 
Case No.  CV96-4849  

Certified Denial  

to Claimant [REDACTED]  

in re Account of Josef Maschler and Marie Maschler-Neumark   

Claim Number: 217756/LH   

This Certified Denial is based upon the claim of [REDACTED], née [REDACTED](the 
Claimant ), to the published account of Josef Maschler.  This Denial is to the published account 

of Josef Maschler ( Account Owner Josef Maschler ) and Marie Maschler-Neumark ( Account 
Owner Marie Maschler-Neumark ) (together the Account Owners ) at the Zurich branch of the 
[REDACTED] (the Bank ).1  

All denials are published, but where a claimant has requested confidentiality, as in this case, the 
names of the claimant, any relatives of the claimant other than the account owner, and the bank 
have been redacted   

Information Provided by the Claimant  

The Claimant submitted a Claim Form identifying Account Owner Josef Maschler as her 
maternal uncle by marriage, Dr. Josef Maschler, who was married to [REDACTED], née 
[REDACTED], the Claimant s maternal aunt, in 1941 in Haifa, Palestine (now Israel).  The 
Claimant stated that her uncle, who was Jewish, resided on Krotenthallergasse in Vienna, 
Austria, and that he was an ophthalmologist.  The Claimant indicated that her uncle worked at 
the Wiedner Krankenhaus in Vienna until 1938 when he was dismissed because he was Jewish 
and forced to leave Austria.  The Claimant further indicated that her uncle settled in Haifa, 
residing there until his death on 28 January 1962.   The Claimant stated that her aunt 
[REDACTED] died in Haifa on 20 July 1967.  

In support of her claim, the Claimant submitted documents, including her uncle s will, dated 28 
December 1953, indicating that Dr. Josef Maschler named his wife, [REDACTED], née 
[REDACTED], as the sole beneficiary of his estate, and indicating that his sister, [REDACTED], 
née [REDACTED], lived in Brno, Czechoslovakia (now Czech Republic); and her late aunt s 

                                                

 

1 The CRT notes that, on the February 2001 published list of accounts determined by the Independent Committee of 
Eminent Persons ( ICEP ) to be probably or possibly those of Victims of Nazi Persecution (the ICEP List ), Josef 
Maschler and Marie Maschler-Neumark are each listed as owning an account.  Upon careful review, the CRT has 
concluded that the Bank s records evidence the existence of only one account that was jointly held by Josef 
Maschler and Marie Maschler-Neumark. 
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will, dated 28 June 1967, indicating that [REDACTED], née [REDACTED], named her niece, 
[REDACTED] (the Claimant), as a beneficiary.  

The Claimant indicated that she was born on 9 February 1945 in Haifa.    

Information Available in the Bank s Records  

The Bank s records consist of a numbered account card, a list of custody accounts, and a printout 
from the Bank s database.  According to these records, the Account Owners were Dr. Josef 
Maschler, an ophthalmologist who resided at Krotenthallergasse 6 in Vienna, Austria, and Frau 
(Mrs.) Marie Maschler-Neumark, who resided at Krapfengasse 7-9 in Brno, Czechoslovakia.  
The Bank s records indicate that the Account Owners held a numbered custody account, 
numbered 17506, held under the numbered account relationship 7353, which was opened on 15 
May 1933 and closed on 20 January 1938.    

Information Available from the Austrian State Archive   

By decree on 26 April 1938, the Nazi Regime required all Jews who resided within the Reich, or 
who were nationals of the Reich, including Austria, and who held assets above a specified level 
to register all their assets as of 27 April 1938 (the 1938 Census ).  In the records of the Austrian 
State Archive (Archive of the Republic, Finance), there are documents concerning the assets of 
Dr. Josef Maschler, numbered 05960.  These documents indicate that Dr. Josef Maschler was 
born on 30 October 1888, that he was an ophthalmologist, that he resided at Krotenthallergasse 6 
in Vienna, and that he was unmarried when the documents were filed on 12 July 1938.  

The 1938 Census records make no mention of assets held in a Swiss bank account.   

The CRT s Analysis  

Identification of the Account Owners

  

The Claimant has plausibly identified Account Owner Josef Maschler.  The Claimant s uncle s 
name and city of residence match the published name and city of residence of Account Owner 
Josef Maschler.  The Claimant identified Account Owner Josef Maschler s profession and street 
of residence, which match unpublished information about Account Owner Josef Maschler 
contained in the Bank s records and the 1938 Census records.    

In support of her claim, the Claimant submitted documents, including her uncle s will providing 
independent verification that the person who is claimed to be Account Owner Josef Maschler had 
the same name and professional title recorded in the Bank s records as the name and professional 
title of Account Owner Josef Maschler.  
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The CRT notes that the other claim to this account was disconfirmed because that claimant 
provided a different profession than the profession of Account Owner Josef Maschler.    

The CRT notes that the Claimant did not identify Account Owner Marie Maschler-Neumark.  
However, the will submitted by the Claimant indicates that Account Owner Josef Maschler had a 
relative in Brno, which is the city of residence of Account Owner Marie Maschler-Neumark 
listed in the Bank s records.  Further, the CRT notes that the Claimant was an infant during the 
Second World War, and therefore determines that it is plausible that the Claimant would not 
know the names of all of her uncle s family members, and that the Claimant s failure to identify 
Account Owner Marie Maschler-Neumark does not adversely affect the plausibility of her 
identification of Account Owner Josef Maschler.  

Status of Account Owner Josef Maschler as a Victim of Nazi Persecution 

  

The Claimant has made a plausible showing that Account Owner Josef Maschler was a Victim of 
Nazi Persecution.  The Claimant indicated that Account Owner Josef Maschler was dismissed 
from his job and forced to flee Austria because of he was Jewish.  As noted above, Account 
Owner Josef Maschler was forced to declare his assets in the 1938 Census.  

The Claimant s Relationship to the Account Owners

  

The Claimant has plausibly demonstrated that she is related to Account Owner Josef Maschler by 
submitting specific information and the wills of Josef and [REDACTED], demonstrating that 
Account Owner Josef Maschler was the Claimant s uncle.  

The Claimant did not indicate that she is related to Account Owner Marie Maschler-Neumark.  
However, given that the Account Owners shared the same surname, the CRT concludes that it is 
plausible that the Account Owners were related, and that by plausibly demonstrating that she is 
related to Account Owner Josef Maschler, the Claimant has also plausibly demonstrated that she 
is related to Account Owner Marie Maschler-Neumark.  

The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds

  

In this case, the Bank s records indicate the account was closed on 20 January 1938, at which 
time, the Account Owners resided in Vienna and Brno.  These places did not fall under Nazi 
control until March 1938 and March 1939, respectively.2  Therefore, because the account was 
closed before the Account Owner s place of residence fell under Nazi control or formal Nazi 
alliance, the CRT determines that the Account Owners themselves closed the account and 
received the proceeds.  

                                                

 

2 Austria was incorporated into the Reich in March 1938 (the Anschluss ).  1 ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE HOLOCAUST 

127 (ed. Israel Gutman) (1990).  Brno was occupied and annexed by the Nazis as part of the Protectorate of 
Bohemia and Moravia in March 1939.  Id. at 227. 
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Right of Appeal and Request for Reconsideration

  
Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the 
Rules ), the Claimant may appeal this decision or submit a request for reconsideration within 

ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.    

An appeal must be based upon a plausible suggestion of error regarding the CRT s conclusions 
set out in this decision.  Any appeals which are submitted without a plausible suggestion of error 
shall be summarily denied.  A request for reconsideration must be based on new documentary 
evidence not previously presented to the CRT that, if considered, would have led to a different 
outcome of the claim.  Claimants should briefly explain the relevance of the newly submitted 
documents in view of the conclusions stated in the certified decision.    

The Claimant should send appeals and/or requests for reconsideration in writing to the following 
address: Oren Wiener, Claims Resolution Tribunal, Attention: Appeals / Request for 
Reconsideration, P.O. Box 9564, 8036 Zurich, Switzerland.  If more than one account has been 
treated in this decision, the Claimant should identify the account, including, where available, the 
Account Identification Number, that forms the basis of the appeal and/or request for 
reconsideration.     

Scope of the Denial  

The Claimant should be aware that, pursuant to Article 20 of the Rules, the CRT will carry out 
further research on her claim to determine whether there are additional Swiss bank accounts to 
which she might be entitled, including research of the Total Accounts Database (consisting of 
records of 4.1 million Swiss bank accounts which existed between 1933 and 1945).   

Certification of the Denial  

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court and by the Special Masters.   

Claims Resolution Tribunal 
20 December 2007  


