
CLAIMS RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL     

In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation 
Case No.  CV96-4849  

Certified Denial  

to Claimant [REDACTED 1]   

and to Claimant [REDACTED 2],  
also acting on behalf of [REDACTED 3]  

in re Account of Alfred Deutsch  

Claim Numbers: 218548/RS; 501427/RS   

This Certified Denial is based upon the claim of [REDACTED 1], née [REDACTED] 
( Claimant [REDACTED 1] ), and the claim of [REDACTED 2], née [REDACTED], 
( Claimant [REDACTED 2] ) (together the Claimants ) to the published account of Alfred 
Deutsch (the Account Owner ) at the Zurich branch of the [REDACTED] (the Bank ).  

All denials are published, but where a claimant has requested confidentiality, as in this case, the 
names of the claimants, any relatives of the claimants other than the account owner, and the bank 
have been redacted.   

Information Provided by the Claimants  

Claimant [REDACTED 1] and Claimant [REDACTED 2] submitted Claim Forms identifying 
the Account Owner as Claimant [REDACTED 1] s father and Claimant [REDACTED 2] s 
maternal grandfather, Alfred D. Deutsch (Dajc), who was born on 12 December 1876 in 
Budapest, Hungary, and married [REDACTED], née [REDACTED], on 20 July 1913 in Znaim, 
Czechoslovakia (today, the Czech Republic).  According to the Claimants, Alfred Deutsch, who 
was Jewish, had two children: Claimant [REDACTED 1] and [REDACTED] (Claimant 
[REDACTED 2] s mother).  

The Claimants stated that Alfred Deutsch resided at 11 Theresianumgasse in Vienna prior to 
1938, and that he was a merchant.  In a telephone conversation with the CRT, Claimant 
[REDACTED 1] stated that her father was fled Austria to Paris, France, shortly after the 
incorporation of Austria into the Reich in March 1938 (the Anschluss ).  Claimant 
[REDACTED 1] explained that her father was residing in Paris when the Germans invaded 
France in May 1940, forcing him to flee France with his wife and two daughters, first to 
Portugal, and then to the United States, where he arrived in New York, New York, later in 1940.    

Claimant [REDACTED 1] stated that her father died in New York in the 1940s, that her mother 
died in Vienna in the 1960s, and that her sister [REDACTED] died on 8 April 1975.   
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In support of her claim, Claimant [REDACTED 1] submitted a copy of her American certificate 
of naturalization, dated 15 February 1967, indicating that [REDACTED 1] was born on 2 
January 1921, and that her previous nationality was Yugoslavian.    

In support of her claim, Claimant [REDACTED 2] submitted copies of: (1) her grandmother s 
will, dated 21 February 1963, indicating that [REDACTED] and [REDACTED 1] were the 
daughters of [REDACTED]; (2) her grandmother s death certificate, indicating that 
[REDACTED], née [REDACTED], was born on 12 November 1890 in Znaim, and that she died 
in Vienna on 27 November 1967; (3) a statutory declaration of her mother, dated 7 May 1969, 
indicating that [REDACTED], née [REDACTED], declared that her mother, [REDACTED], 
died on 27 November 1967 in Vienna, that [REDACTED] was the widow of Alfred Dajc, who 
was born in Budapest and who died on 15 October 1946 in New York, and that [REDACTED] s 
legal heirs were her two daughters, [REDACTED] and [REDACTED 1]; and (4) her mother s 
baptism certificate, indicating that [REDACTED] was the daughter of Alfred D. Deutsch.  

Claimant [REDACTED 1] indicated that she was born on 2 January 1921 in Vienna.  

Claimant [REDACTED 2] indicated that she was born on 10 September 1946 in Helsingborg, 
Sweden.  Claimant [REDACTED 2] is representing her brother, [REDACTED 3], who was born 
on 27 November 1943 in Helsingborg.   

Information Available in the Bank s Record  

The Bank s record consists of a customer card.  According to this record, the Account Owner 
was Alfred Deutsch, who resided in Vienna, Austria, and later in Paris, France.  The Bank s 
record indicates that the Account Owner held a loan at the Bank (Debitorenkonto).   

According to this record, the loan relationship was terminated on 30 June 1939.  The amount of 
the loan is not indicated in the Bank s record.   

Information Available from the Austrian State Archive   

By decree on 26 April 1938, the Nazi Regime required all Jews who resided within the Reich, or 
who were nationals of the Reich, including Austria, and who held assets above a specified level 
to register all their assets as of 27 April 1938 (the 1938 Census ).  In the records of the Austrian 
State Archive (Archive of the Republic, Finance), there are documents concerning the assets of 
[REDACTED], numbered 33986.  According to these records, [REDACTED] was born on 18 
November 1890 in Znaim, was married to Alfred Deutsch, and resided at Theresianumgasse in 
Vienna.  These records also indicate that Alfred Deutsch was Jewish, and that he was born on 12 
December 1876.  [REDACTED] s asset declaration indicate that she and her husband held assets 
including two houses in Vienna, one located at 11 Theresianumgasse, and one located at 24/26 
Wipplingerstrasse (of the latter of which she owned a partial share).  The records show that on 17 
September 1941, flight tax (Reichsfluchtsteuer) of 25,800.00 Reichsmark was imposed on 
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[REDACTED], and that by 24 April 1939, [REDACTED] and Alfred Deutsch had fled Austria.  
These records make no mention of assets held in a Swiss bank account.    

The CRT s Analysis  

Joinder of Claims

  

According to Article 37(1) of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended 
(the Rules ), claims to the same or related accounts may be joined in one proceeding at the 
CRT s discretion.  In this case, the CRT determines it appropriate to join the two claims of the 
Claimants in one proceeding.  

Identification of the Account Owner

  

Claimant [REDACTED 1] s father s name and country of residence, and Claimant [REDACTED 
2] s grandfather s name and country of residence, match the published name and country of 
residence of the Account Owner.  Claimant [REDACTED 1] also identified the Account 
Owner s two cities and second country of residence, which match unpublished information about 
the Account Owner contained in the Bank s record.    

In support of her claim, Claimant [REDACTED 2] submitted documents, including a statutory 
declaration of her mother, and her mother s baptism certificate, providing independent 
verification that the person who is claimed to be the Account Owner had the same name recorded 
in the Bank s record as the name of the Account Owner.    

The CRT notes that the name Alfred Deutsch appears only once on the February 2001 published 
list of accounts determined by the Independent Committee of Eminent Persons to be probably or 
possibly those of victims of Nazi persecution ( ICEP or the ICEP List ).  

The CRT notes that the other claims to this account were disconfirmed because those claimants 
provided a different country of residence than the country of residence of the Account Owner.   

Taking all of these factors into account, the CRT concludes that the Claimants have plausibly 
identified the Account Owner.    

Status of the Account Owner as a Victim of Nazi Persecution 

  

The Claimants have made a plausible showing that the Account Owner was a Victim of Nazi 
Persecution.  The Claimants stated that the Account Owner was Jewish, and that he fled Austria 
following the Anschluss.  The CRT notes that [REDACTED], the Account Owner s wife, was 
required to register her assets pursuant to the 1938 Census, and that she was assessed flight tax.    
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The Claimants Relationships to the Account Owner

  
The Claimants have plausibly demonstrated that they are related to the Account Owner by 
submitting specific biographical information, demonstrating that the Account Owner was 
Claimant [REDACTED 1] s father and Claimant [REDACTED 2] s grandfather.    

There is no information to indicate that the Account Owner has surviving heirs other than the 
party whom Claimant [REDACTED 2] is representing.    

The CRT further notes that Claimant [REDACTED 1] identified unpublished information about 
the Account Owner as contained in the Bank s record.  Finally, the CRT notes that the foregoing 
information is of the type that family members would possess and indicates that the Account 
Owner was well known to the Claimants as a family member, and all of this information 
supports the plausibility that the Claimants are related to the Account Owner, as they have 
asserted in their Claim Forms.    

The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds

  

The CRT notes that the Bank s record indicates that the Account Owner held a loan account.  As 
the account of the Account Owner represents an obligation of the Account Owner, and not an 
asset held by the Bank on behalf of the Account Owner, the CRT determines that no award is 
appropriate in this case.   

Right of Appeal and Request for Reconsideration

  

Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the 
Rules ), the Claimant may appeal this decision or submit a request for reconsideration within 

ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.    

An appeal must be based upon a plausible suggestion of error regarding the CRT s conclusions 
set out in this decision.  Any appeals which are submitted without a plausible suggestion of error 
shall be summarily denied.  A request for reconsideration must be based on new documentary 
evidence not previously presented to the CRT that, if considered, would have led to a different 
outcome of the claim.  Claimants should briefly explain the relevance of the newly submitted 
documents in view of the conclusions stated in the certified decision.    

The Claimant should send appeals and/or requests for reconsideration in writing to the following 
address: Oren Wiener, Claims Resolution Tribunal, Attention: Appeals / Request for 
Reconsideration, P.O. Box 9564, 8036 Zurich, Switzerland.  If more than one account has been 
treated in this decision, the Claimant should identify the account, including, where available, the 
Account Identification Number, that forms the basis of the appeal and/or request for 
reconsideration.     
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Certification of the Denial  

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court and by the Special Masters.   

Claims Resolution Tribunal 
13 February 2009 


