
CLAIMS RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL     

In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation 
Case No. CV96-4849  

Certified Denial  

to Claimant [REDACTED 1] 
also acting on behalf of [REDACTED 2]  

in re Accounts of Albert Baer  

Claim Number: 212766/MC   

This Certified Denial is based upon the claim of [REDACTED 1], née [REDACTED], (the 
Claimant ) to the published accounts of Albert Baer (the Account Owner ) at the Zurich and 

Geneva branches of the [REDACTED] (the Bank ).1  

All denials are published, but where a claimant has requested confidentiality, as in this case, the 
names of the claimant, any relatives of the claimant other than the account owner, and the bank 
have been redacted.     

Information Provided by the Claimant  

The Claimant submitted a Claim Form identifying the Account Owner as her paternal 
grandfather, Albert Baer (Bär), who was born on 8 June 1863 in Reilingen, Germany, and was 
married to [REDACTED] on 11 April 1897 in Mannheim, Germany.  The Claimant stated that 
her grandfather, who was Jewish, was the owner of a cigar manufacturing company named 
Gebruder Baer Zigarren-Fabriken, which had factories in various German cities including 
Mannheim, Reilingen and Karlsruhe.  The Claimant stated that her grandfather resided at 
Leibnitzstrasse 7 and at Friedrich Karl Strasse 2 in Mannheim.  According to the Claimant, her 
grandmother died in Mannheim in 1932.  The Claimant explained that her grandfather fled to 
Switzerland to avoid persecution by the Nazis and that after 1939 he resided at Chemin des 
Cottages 26 in Geneva, where he died on 27 December 1944.  The Claimant stated that many 
members of her grandfather s immediate family perished in the Holocaust and that she and her 
sister are his only surviving heirs.   

                                                

 

1 The CRT notes that on the February 2001 published list of accounts determined by the Independent Committee of 
Eminent Persons ( ICEP ) to be probably or possibly those of Victims of Nazi Persecution (the ICEP List ), the 
name Albert Baer appears three times as Baer, Albert [Germany] [1], Baer, Albert [Karlsruhe, Germany] [1], and 
Baer, Albert [United States of America] [1].

  

This decision addresses the account owner listed as Baer, Albert 
[Germany] [1].  Upon careful review, the CRT has determined that the second and third Albert Baer are not the 
same persons addressed in the current decision and, consequently, the Claimant did not identify these other account 
owners as her relative.  The CRT also notes that, on the ICEP list, the Albert Baer addressed in this decision is 
indicated as having one account.  Upon careful review, the CRT has concluded that the Bank s records evidence the 
existence of two accounts. 
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In support of her claim the Claimant submitted copies of documents, including:   

(1) her grandfather s identity card, indicating that Albert Baer resided at Leibnitzstrasse 7 in 
Mannheim;  

(2) her grandparents marriage certificate, indicating that Albert Baer married 
[REDACTED] on 11 April 1897 in Mannheim;  

(3) her parents family booklet, indicating that [REDACTED] married [REDACTED] on 9 
June 1931 in Mannheim, that Albert Baer was [REDACTED] s father, that they were 
Jewish, and that [REDACTED] s children were [REDACTED 1], who was born on 15 
June 1933, and [REDACTED 2], who was born on 10 October 1935, both in Mannheim;  

(4) her grandfather s obituary, indicating that Albert Baer, who was originally from 
Mannheim, died in Geneva, and that his grandchildren were [REDACTED 1] and 
[REDACTED 2];  

(5) her grandfather s death certificate, indicating that Albert Bär, who was born on 8 June 
1863 in Reilingen, died on 27 December 1944 in Geneva;  

(6) a certificate issued by a mortuary in Geneva (Pompes Funèbres Générales SA) and 
authorising the remains of Albert Bär, who died on 27 December 1944 in Geneva, to be 
transferred to a Jewish cemetery to Mannheim; and 

(7) her aunt s death certificate, indicating that [REDACTED], née [REDACTED], was the 
daughter of Albert Baer and that [REDACTED 1] (the Claimant) is her niece.  

The Claimant also submitted documents regarding money transfers from the United States to 
Albert Baer in Geneva.  One document is a Western Union telegram dated 25 January 1943 from 
[REDACTED] at 1037 Alvira Street WY 2439 and is addressed to Albert Baer at Pension 
Mary at 26 Chemin des Cottages in Geneva, Switzerland.  The telegram reads:  Cabled hundred 
dollars each October December January Inquire [Bank] Stop Wire Results stop Everything well 
do not worry.  The second document is a letter from the Union Bank & Trust Company of Los 
Angeles dated 8 June 1943 to Mrs. [REDACTED] of Los Angeles, California, and informs her 
that the New York agency of the Bank has confirmed that her cable transfer of US $100.00 to 
Albert Baer, Pension Mary, 26 Chemin des Cottages, in Geneva had been effected.  The third 
document is a copy of a wire transfer in the amount of 416.66 Swiss Francs ( SF ) dated 29 
September 1943 from the Union Bank & Trust Company purchased by [REDACTED] to be paid 
to Albert Baer at Pension Mary, 26 Chemin des Cottages, in Geneva.    

The Claimant indicated that she was born on 15 June 1933 in Mannheim.  The Claimant is 
representing her sister, [REDACTED 2], née [REDACTED], who was born on 10 October 1935 
in Mannheim.      

Information Available in the Bank s Records  

The Bank s records consist of two customer cards and reports from the auditors who investigated 
this bank pursuant to the instructions of the Independent Committee of Eminent Persons ( ICEP 
or the ICEP Investigation ).  According to these records, the Account Owner was Albert Baer, 
who resided in Geneva, Switzerland.  The auditors report indicates that the Account Owner 
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originally resided in Germany.  The Bank s records indicate that the Account Owner held two 
demand deposit accounts, one of which was denominated in United States dollars ( US $ ). 
The Bank s records indicate that the account denominated in US dollars was opened at the 
Zurich branch of the Bank on 20 January 1943 and closed on 10 February 1943, and that the 
account denominated in Swiss Francs was opened at the Geneva branch of the Bank on 23 
August 1942 and closed on 12 July 1945.  The amount held in each of the accounts on the dates 
of their closure is unknown.  These records also indicate that the Bank was notified of the 
Account Owner s death.   

The CRT s Analysis  

Identification of the Account Owner

  

The Claimant has plausibly identified the Account Owner.  Her grandfather s name and one 
country of residence match the published name and country of residence of the Account Owner.  
The Claimant stated that her grandfather originally resided in Germany before fleeing to 
Switzerland, and that he died prior to 12 July 1945, which is consistent with unpublished 
information about the Account Owner contained in the Bank s records.    

In support of her claim, the Claimant submitted copies of documents, including: her 
grandfather s identity card, her grandparents marriage certificate, her parents family booklet, 
her grandfather s death certificate, her grandfather s obituary and documents verifying bank fund 
transfers; providing independent verification that the person who is claimed to be the Account 
Owner had the same name and resided in the same city recorded in the Bank s records as the 
name and city of residence of the Account Owner.  The CRT notes that the other claims to these 
accounts were disconfirmed because those claimants provided a different country of residence 
than the country of residence of the Account Owner.  

Status of the Account Owner as a Victim of Nazi Persecution 

  

The Claimant has made a plausible showing that the Account Owner was a Victim of Nazi 
Persecution.  The Claimant stated that the Account Owner was Jewish, that he resided in Nazi 
Germany, and that he fled Germany to Switzerland.   

The Claimant s Relationship to the Account Owner

  

The Claimant has plausibly demonstrated that she is related to the Account Owner by submitting 
specific information and documents demonstrating that the Account Owner was her grandfather.  
These documents include the family booklet of Claimant s parents, indicating that Albert Bär 
was [REDACTED] s father, and that [REDACTED 1] and [REDACTED 2] were 
[REDACTED] s children, and the death certificate of the Claimant s aunt, [REDACTED], 
indicating that her father was Albert Baer and that [REDACTED 1] (the Claimant) is her niece.  
There is no information to indicate that the Account Owner has surviving heirs other than the 
party whom the Claimant is representing.  
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The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds

  
The Bank s records indicate that the Account Owner held a demand deposit account 
denominated in US dollars that was opened at the Zurich branch of the Bank on 20 January 1943 
and closed on 10 February 1943, and a demand deposit account denominated in Swiss Francs 
that was opened at the Geneva branch of the Bank on 23 August 1942 and closed on 12 July 
1945.    

The CRT notes that the Claimant stated that her grandfather resided in Switzerland as of 1939, 
and that both accounts were opened by the Account Owner after his arrival in Switzerland and 
using his Swiss address.  The CRT also notes that the Claimant submitted documents that show 
that the Account Owner s son Fritz (Friedrich) and his daughter Anna wired money to him in 
Switzerland in 1942 and 1943.  The CRT also notes that the Claimant stated that her grandfather 
passed away on 27 December 1944, and that the Bank s records reflect that the Bank was 
notified that the Account Owner had died.  Given these facts, the CRT concludes that the 
Account Owner closed the demand deposit account denominated in US dollars and received the 
proceeds of that account himself, and that the Account Owner s heirs closed the demand deposit 
account denominated in Swiss Francs and received the proceeds of that account.     

Right of Appeal and Request for Reconsideration

  

Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the 
Rules ), the Claimant may appeal this decision or submit a request for reconsideration within 

ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.    

An appeal must be based upon a plausible suggestion of error regarding the CRT s conclusions 
set out in this decision.  Any appeals which are submitted without a plausible suggestion of error 
shall be summarily denied.  A request for reconsideration must be based on new documentary 
evidence not previously presented to the CRT that, if considered, would have led to a different 
outcome of the claim.  Claimants should briefly explain the relevance of the newly submitted 
documents in view of the conclusions stated in the certified decision.    

The Claimant should send appeals and/or requests for reconsideration in writing to the following 
address: Oren Wiener, Claims Resolution Tribunal, Attention: Appeals / Request for 
Reconsideration, P.O. Box 9564, 8036 Zurich, Switzerland.  If more than one account has been 
treated in this decision, the Claimant should identify the account, including, where available, the 
Account Identification Number, that forms the basis of the appeal and/or request for 
reconsideration.     

Certification of the Denial  

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court.  

Claims Resolution Tribunal 
30 August 2010 


